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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of storing a content of a three-dimensional image
includes a processor initializing a register and a maximum
number; the processor utilizing a stereo comparison algo-
rithm to generate a depth information map corresponding to
each frame of a three-dimensional image signal; the proces-
sor obtaining a depth value corresponding to each pixel of
each pixel row of the depth information map from the depth
information map; the processor generating at least one depth
vector corresponding to the pixel row according to a depth
value corresponding to each pixel of the pixel row; a counter
counting a number of the at least one depth vector; the pro-
cessor storing the number of the at least one depth vector in
the register; the processor comparing the number of the at
least one depth vector with the maximum number; and the
processor executing a corresponding operation on the register
according to a comparison result.

5 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD OF STORING A CONTENT OF A
THREE-DIMENSIONAL IMAGE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method of storing a
content of a three-dimensional image, and particularly to a
method of storing a content of a three-dimensional image that
can utilizes a processor that can compress bits for storing a
depth information map according to a depth information map
corresponding to each frame of a three-dimensional image
signal.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Generally speaking, three-dimensional image formats can
be divided into a side-by-side three-dimensional image for-
mat, a top-and-bottom three-dimensional image format, a
frame packing three-dimensional image format, and a two-
dimensional image plus depth information three-dimensional
image format, where the side-by-side three-dimensional
image format can be further divided into a side-by-side-full
(LR-full) three-dimensional image format and a side-by-side-
half (LR-half) three-dimensional image format.

As shown in FIG. 1, each frame of the LR-full three-
dimensional image format includes a left eye image and a
right eye image, where sizes of the left eye image and the right
eye image of the LR-full three-dimensional image format are
equal to size of a normal two-dimensional image. Therefore,
storage space occupied by each frame of the LR-full three-
dimensional image format is two times storage space for
storing a normal two-dimensional image.

As shown in FIG. 2, each frame of the LR-half three-
dimensional image format also includes a left eye image and
aright eye image, where horizontal size of each of the left eye
image and the right eye image is decreased to 50% and ver-
tical size of each of'the left eye image and the right eye image
is not changed. Therefore, storage space occupied by each
frame of the LR-half three-dimensional image formatis equal
to storage space for storing a normal two-dimensional image,
but resolution of the [.R-half three-dimensional image format
is a half of resolution of a normal two-dimensional image.

As shown in FIG. 3, each frame of the top-and-bottom
three-dimensional image format includes a left eye image and
a right eye image from the top down, respectively, where
vertical size of each of the left eye image and the right eye
image is decreased to 50% and horizontal size of each of the
left eye image and the right eye image is not changed. There-
fore, storage space occupied by each frame of the top-and-
bottom three-dimensional image format is equal to storage
space for storing a normal two-dimensional image, but reso-
Iution of the top-and-bottom three-dimensional image format
is a half of resolution of a normal two-dimensional image.

As shown in FIG. 4, a difference between each frame of the
frame packing three-dimensional image format and each
frame of the top-and-bottom three-dimensional image format
is that sizes of a left eye image and a right eye image included
in each frame of the frame packing three-dimensional image
format is equal to size of a normal two-dimensional image,
and a 45-pixel black frame existing between a left eye image
and a right eye image included in each frame of the frame
packing three-dimensional image format. Therefore, storage
space occupied by each frame of the frame packing three-
dimensional image format is equal to a sum of two times
storage space for storing a normal two-dimensional image
and storage space for storing a 45-pixel black frame.

As shown in FIG. 5, an arrangement method of the two-
dimensional image plus depth information three-dimensional
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image format is the same as an arrangement method of the
side-by-side three-dimensional image format, but a left side
image of each frame of the two-dimensional image plus depth
information three-dimensional image format is a normal two-
dimensional image and a right side image of each frame ofthe
two-dimensional image plus depth information three-dimen-
sional image format is gray-level depth information map.
Therefore, storage space occupied by each frame of the two-
dimensional image plus depth information three-dimensional
image format is two times storage space for storing a normal
two-dimensional image.

To sum up, the above mentioned three-dimensional image
formats provided by the prior art either need larger storage
space or have poorer resolution. Therefore, how to compress
the above mentioned three-dimensional image formats pro-
vided by the prior art and not to reduce resolution of the above
mentioned three-dimensional image formats provided by the
prior art is an important issue for a designer of a play device
or a storage device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An embodiment provides a method of storing a content of
a three-dimensional image. The method includes the follow-
ing steps: a processor initializing a register and a maximum
number; the processor utilizing a stereo comparison algo-
rithm to generate a depth information map corresponding to
each frame of a three-dimensional image signal; the proces-
sor obtaining a depth value corresponding to each pixel of
each pixel row of the depth information map from the depth
information map corresponding to the frame of the three-
dimensional image signal; the processor generating at least
one depth vector corresponding to the pixel row according to
a depth value corresponding to each pixel of the pixel row,
where each depth vector of the at least one depth vector
comprises at least one pixel, and each pixel of the at least one
pixel has the same depth value; a counter counting a number
of the at least one depth vector; the processor storing the
number of the at least one depth vector to the register; the
processor comparing the number of the at least one depth
vector with the maximum number; and the processor execut-
ing a corresponding operation on the register according to a
comparison result.

The present invention provides a method of storing a con-
tent of a three-dimensional image. The method utilizes a
processor to obtain a depth value corresponding to each pixel
of each pixel row of a depth information map corresponding
to each frame of a three-dimensional image signal, and gen-
erate at least one depth vector corresponding to each pixel row
of the depth information map according to a depth value
corresponding to each pixel of each pixel row of the depth
information map. Compared to the prior art, because each
pixel row of the depth information map of the present inven-
tion can be represented by at least one depth vector, the
present invention can significantly compress bits for storing
the depth information map to reduce cost of storing the con-
tent of the three-dimensional image.

These and other objectives of the present invention will no
doubt become obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art after
reading the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiment that is illustrated in the various figures and draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a side-by-side-full three-
dimensional image format.
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FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a side-by-side-half three-
dimensional image format.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a top-and-bottom three-
dimensional image format.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a frame packing three-
dimensional image format.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a two-dimensional image
plus depth information three-dimensional image format.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a device for storing a con-
tent of a three-dimensional image according to an embodi-
ment.

FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B are flowcharts illustrating a method
of storing a content of a three-dimensional image according
to another embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a two-dimensional image
and a depth information map corresponding to a frame of a
three-dimensional image signal.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Please refer to FIG. 6, FIG. 7A, FIG. 7B, and FIG. 8. FIG.
6 is a diagram illustrating a device 600 for storing a content of
athree-dimensional image according to an embodiment, FIG.
7A and FIG. 7B are flowcharts illustrating a method of storing
a content of a three-dimensional image according to another
embodiment, and FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a two-
dimensional image 802 and a depth information map 804
corresponding to a frame of a three-dimensional image signal
IS. As shown in FIG. 6, the device 600 includes a register 602,
aprocessor 604, and a counter 606. In addition, detailed steps
of the method in FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B are as follows:

Step 700: Start.

Step 702: The processor 604 initializes the register 602 and
a maximum number MU.

Step 703: The processor 604 utilizes a stereo comparison
algorithm to generate the depth information map 804 corre-
sponding to a frame of the three-dimensional image signal IS.

Step 704: The processor 604 obtains a depth value corre-
sponding to each pixel of each pixel row of the depth infor-
mation map 804 from the depth information map 804.

Step 706: The processor 604 generates at least one depth
vector corresponding to each pixel row of the depth informa-
tion map 804 according to a depth value corresponding to
each pixel of the pixel row of the depth information map 804.

Step 708: The counter 606 counts a number of at least one
depth vector corresponding to each pixel row of the depth
information map 804.

Step 710: The processor 604 stores a number of at least one
depth vector corresponding to each pixel row of the depth
information map 804 to the register 606.

Step 712: The processor 604 compares a number of at least
one depth vector of a pixel row of the depth information map
804 with the maximum number MU.

Step 714: If the number of the at least one depth vector of
the pixel row is greater than the maximum number MU ifyes,
go to Step 716; if no, go to Step 718.

Step 716: The processor 604 utilizes the number of the at
least one depth vector of the pixel row to update the maximum
number MU.

Step 718: If the processor 604 completes to compare a
number of at least one depth vector of each pixel row of the
depth information map 804 with the maximum number MU;
if yes, go to Step 720; if no, go to Step 712.

Step 720: The processor 604 deletes width of the register
602 greater than the maximum number MU according to the
maximum number MU.
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Step 722: The processor 604 outputs a compression result
of the frame according to rest width of the register 602 and
numbers corresponding to all depth vectors of the depth infor-
mation map 804 stored in the register 602, go to Step 704.

In Step 702, the processor 604 initials size of the register
602 to be equal to size of the depth information map 804 of the
frame, where length of a horizontal side of the depth infor-
mation map 804 is equal to 1920 pixels. But, the present
invention is not limited to the length of the horizontal side of
the depth information map 804 being equal to 1920 pixels. In
addition, the processor 604 also initials the maximum number
MU (e.g. the processor 604 can set the maximum number MU
to be 0), where the maximum number MU is stored in the
counter 606.

In Step 703, if the three-dimensional image signal IS has a
side-by-side three-dimensional image format, the processor
604 can first generate the depth information map 804 corre-
sponding to each frame of the three-dimensional image signal
IS according to the side-by-side three-dimensional image
format and the stereo comparison algorithm; if the three-
dimensional image signal IS has a top-and-bottom three-
dimensional image format, the processor 604 can first gener-
ate the depth information map 804 corresponding to each
frame of the three-dimensional image signal IS according to
the top-and-bottom three-dimensional image format and the
stereo comparison algorithm; and if the three-dimensional
image signal IS has a frame packing three-dimensional image
format, the processor 604 can first generate the depth infor-
mation map 804 corresponding to each frame of the three-
dimensional image signal IS according to the frame packing
three-dimensional image format and the stereo comparison
algorithm.

In Step 704, the processor 604 obtains a depth value cor-
responding to each pixel of each pixel row of the depth infor-
mation map 804 from the depth information map 804 (that is,
a gray-level value corresponding to each pixel of each pixel
row of the depth information map 804).

In Step 706, the processor 604 generates at least one depth
vector corresponding to each pixel row of the depth informa-
tion map 804 according to a depth value corresponding to
each pixel of each pixel row of the depth information map
804, where each depth vector of the at least one depth vector
includes at least one pixel, and each pixel of at least one pixel
of each depth vector of the at least one depth vector has the
same depth value.

As shown in FIG. 8, the processor 604 generates two depth
vectors V11, V12 corresponding to a first pixel row L.1 of the
depth information map 804 according to a depth value corre-
sponding to each pixel of the first pixel row L1 of the depth
information map 804, where a depth value of the depth vector
V11 is 70 and the depth vector V11 includes 640 pixels, so the
depth vector V11 can be represented as (70, 640); and a depth
value of the depth vector V12 is 20 and the depth vector V12
includes 1280 pixels, so the depth vector V12 can be repre-
sented as (20, 1280). That is, the first pixel row [.1 of the depth
information map 804 can be represented by the depth vectors
V11, V12. Similarly, the processor 604 can also generate four
depth vectors V1001, V1002, V1003, V1004 corresponding
to a 1007 pixel row L1100 of the depth information map 804
according to a depth value corresponding to each pixel of the
100” pixel row L100 of the depth information map 804,
where the depth vector V1001 can be represented as (70, 700),
the depth vector V1002 can be represented as (20, 200), the
depth vector V1003 can be represented as (200, 100), and the
depth vector V1004 can be represented as (20, 920). That is,
the 1007 pixel row L100 of the depth information map 804
can be represented by the four depth vectors V1001, V1002,
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V1003, V1004. In addition, the processor 604 can also utilize
the above mentioned method to represent other pixel rows of
the depth information map 804, so further description thereof
is omitted for simplicity. In Step 708, the counter 606 counts
a number of at least one depth vector of each pixel row of the
depth information map 804. Then, in Step 710, the processor
604 stores a number of at least one depth vector of each pixel
row of the depth information map 804 to the register 606. In
Step 712, the processor 604 compares a number of at least one
depth vector of a pixel row of the depth information map 804
with the maximum number MU. For example, the processor
604 starts to compares a number of at least one depth vector
of the first pixel row L1 of the depth information map 804
(because the first pixel row L1 includes the depth vectors V11,
V12, the number of at least one depth vector of the first pixel
row L1 is 2) with the maximum number MU (e.g. an initial
value of the maximum number MU is 0). In Step 714, because
the number (2) of at least one depth vector of the first pixel
row L1 is greater than the maximum number MU (e.g. 0), go
to Step 716. In Step 716, because the number (2) of at least
one depth vector of the first pixel row L1 is greater than the
maximum number MU (e.g. 0), the processor 604 utilizes the
depth vector number (2) of the first pixel row L1 to update the
maximum number MU (e.g. 0). That is, the maximum number
MU is changed to 2. In Step 718, because the processor 604
does not yet compare other pixel rows of the depth informa-
tion map 804, go to Step 712. Thus, the processor 604 can
execute Step 712 to Step 720 repeatedly until the processor
604 completes to compare a number of at least one depth
vector of each pixel row of the depth information map 804
with the maximum number MU.

In Step 720, after the processor 604 completes to compare
a number of at least one depth vector of each pixel row of the
depth information map 804 with the maximum number MU,
the processor 604 deletes the width of the register 602 greater
than the maximum number MU according to the maximum
number MU. For example, if the length of the horizontal side
of the depth information map 804 is 1920 pixels and the
maximum number MU is 100, so the processor 604 can delete
the width of the register 602 greater than the maximum num-
ber MU. In Step 722, the processor 604 outputs the compres-
sion result of the frame according to the rest width of the
register 602 (e.g. 100 pixel) and the numbers corresponding
to all depth vectors of the depth information map 804 stored
in the register 602. Taking a first pixel row L1 of the two-
dimensional image 802 and the first pixel row L1 of the depth
information map 804 as an example, because the first pixel
row L1 of the two-dimensional image 802 and the first pixel
row L1 of the depth information map 804 have 1920 pixels
respectively and each pixel has red, green, blue sub-pixels,
the prior art needs 11520 ((1920+1920)x3) bits to store the
first pixel row L1 of the two-dimensional image 802 and the
first pixel row L1 of the depth information map 804; and
because the first pixel row L1 of the depth information map
804 can be represented by the depth vectors V11, V12 accord-
ing to the present invention, the present invention only needs
5766 ((192042)x3) bits to store the first pixel row L1 of the
two-dimensional image 802 and the first pixel row L1 of the
depth information map 804. Therefore, a compression ratio of
the first pixel row L1 of the two-dimensional image 802 and
the first pixel row L1 of the depth information map 804 is
49.94% ((11520-5766)/11520).

To sum up, the method of storing a content of a three-
dimensional image utilizes the processor to obtain a depth
value corresponding to each pixel of each pixel row of a depth
information map corresponding to each frame of a three-
dimensional image signal, and generate at least one depth
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vector corresponding to each pixel row of the depth informa-
tion map according to a depth value corresponding to each
pixel of each pixel row of the depth information map. Com-
pared to the prior art, because each pixel row of the depth
information map of the present invention can be represented
by at least one depth vector, the present invention can signifi-
cantly compress bits for storing the depth information map to
reduce cost of storing a content of a three-dimensional image.

Those skilled in the art will readily observe that numerous
modifications and alterations of the device and method may
be made while retaining the teachings of the invention.
Accordingly, the above disclosure should be construed as
limited only by the metes and bounds of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of storing a content of a three-dimensional
image, the method comprising the following steps:

a processor initializing a register and a maximum number;

the processor utilizing a stereo comparison algorithm to

generate a depth information map corresponding to each
frame of a three-dimensional image signal;

the processor obtaining a depth value corresponding to

each pixel of each pixel row of the depth information
map from the depth information map corresponding to
the frame of the three-dimensional image signal;

the processor generating at least one depth vector corre-

sponding to the pixel row according to a depth value
corresponding to each pixel of the pixel row, wherein
each depth vector of the at least one depth vector com-
prises at least one pixel, and each pixel of the at least one
pixel has the same depth value;

a counter counting a number of the at least one depth

vector;

the processor storing the number of the at least one depth

vector to the register;

the processor comparing the number of the at least one

depth vector with the maximum number;

the processor utilizing the number of the at least one depth

vector to update the maximum number when the number
of the at least one depth vector is greater than the maxi-
mum number;

the processor deleting width of the register greater than a

current maximum number according to the current
maximum number to generate rest width of the register
after the processor completes to compare a number of at
least one depth vector of each pixel row of the depth
information map; and

the processor outputting a compression result of the frame

according to the rest width of the register and numbers
corresponding to all depth vectors of the depth informa-
tion map stored in the register.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the processor initializ-
ing the register is the processor initializing size of the register
to be equal to size of the depth information map of the frame.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the following
step:

the processor generating a depth information map corre-

sponding to each frame of the three-dimensional image
signal according to a side-by-side three-dimensional
image format when the three-dimensional image signal
has the side-by-side three-dimensional image format.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising the following
step:

the processor generating a depth information map corre-

sponding to each frame of the three-dimensional image
signal according to a top-and-bottom three-dimensional
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image format when the three-dimensional image signal
has the top-and-bottom three-dimensional image for-
mat.
5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the following
step: 5
the processor generating a depth information map corre-
sponding to each frame of the three-dimensional image
signal according to a frame packing three-dimensional
image format when the three-dimensional image signal
has the frame packing three-dimensional image format. 10
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